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Zia's Islam on Adultery: -
Stone them to Death!

U his houw in Rawalpindi ane svening las week Puki
n'*ﬂ‘-‘t’ Ftrmfnt ?r‘-u} }i"'r’:qi F"II' sl rlnﬂ 5 N iiﬁ"“j‘u;:ﬂ
HOr-m-LIch vl "B TR 3z
C,I:Hvﬂﬁﬂlif:rl:n ael O P""-"IH-K['-ECLTIJI.H lrom thn
X X X % XX X X

You've said ofien [slam 1y a completie code for iiving. 1im
stz salved any of Palistan’s econuiric or Fulillrul protiems
Ialam is & dode of conduct for vour fodw’ bebuvivin — us a
n¥dn, oy u nezaiber of the family, 25 @ member of the nation, 45 a
member of e eomity of natigns. lslam Lelivees in the
doemmonweslth™ of Mushim states. Frosn Lhat paint of view, i
piters you sulutions (0 yoar goGoonic problens, politicdd
probberns, religipus prablems, educational problems, it gives you

pusling lines, principles, :

Huw can Islam be & cude of condm if your umn gevernmont
appeals against u decision by the Sharial Benel, which has ruled
that stunieg 1 death For wdolteyy §s an wnlslamiv punighipent!

§he Shariul decision wak that this partitular man shouid nol b
stened (o death. The governtent is appealing on that and saying
he showld be stoped ta deatht The luw of the rajio is that H 1 is
proved that a man has committed pdulrery < and there are a It
ﬂi‘ :’:T:bui!t safeguards —- then he and she should be stoned 1w

cath. :

Fhat's ood sigied smywlhett in the Koran,

po. There &ie 10 aspects. The Koran gives the princinle
therr explanaton is Tormed i the Hadith, se
together they form the Sharia, Now, the Sharia
law on adulicry is thet if 2 man has been scen by
four Individuils committing aduliesy with a2
waman, then he has to be stoned 1o death . This
is the law! 1t's an legul sexual oy Thete's no
confusion. Zinsak It sexval imtercowrse hotween
4 man and a woman who are not married. I you
have thase four eyewitnesses, and 4 man is prov-
ed euilty, slom him 1o death!
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Lo why gida't the Sharat Hc:wtl peavh 1ha
tenclusion’?
FE theore ace not Tour witpesses and e Dt

Cmdiaitd haviong cgmmitted adiltery, Being fudly

wware of ibe corscguemee-, (hen he sl be

inade by, Whar the Sianat coute decidsed,

with e dissenting vote, was that tis Tew of ra-

e s ool Koraoie Tow, This 4 what g overi-

ment i Jppealing agwinsl, because ae consider

the Sharbar court [insmbers| have nof cthing theis

homewoa b and have Deen takan Awily b Enipe--

tivn. We said, na, it is 2 Keranic injunction. Well Present our
vase, and they'll present their case, and we hape the ‘:upreme
Court will come ol widh (hat.,

Wizen will the Supreme Couer heoy the canp?

That's up tothe Supreme Couwrl, [ have no jurisdiction over the
Luprcme {.uura

Ssudi Arabia didn'l fadicuie 1o vou i the Shariz TUHE Wi
u rather dangeroins un:cedenl, aae! thiae it might be o pund idex
sppeal!

Mo, We tun this country nurselves.

Tive fact rempins that Pakistan 15 not chopping uwft people’s
l:nds anig beads, or sllmin;, preople Lo denth.

Mo, U's k., You can't suone peonle 1 death. The bBusic
philosaphy of Korgmic Tew s that we shotld have o detertent

Ctenge, [low ca you have a inen [having seswal ftiteesourse wiihy
sanebody vlse with Jowr witaesyer! Can you ever have i

fen rcinn ol !

Is that deterrent vidue, ihen. 1w oaty Fedson lae givvermment i
appraling !

oo, Ainnah, thelh, drinking, #nd acegang aposher msn felsely:
these ure the only I‘nur laws where the Koran bas nrescribed the
maximum punishoient. 5o 0o man and o worman hase not been
proved guilty of adultery [for fuck of] evidence, then they mll pel
besser purnshmcnl whivh gould gotdunt [0 seven years of rigorous
imprisanment, 50 loshes, a finge of 2000008 Jupees. stoing
dedth 1y the maximuom pupishment,

SLiil, you're going to have M on yoor books. Do you wantio sce
in Fukisian the hind of punishments being metid owl in Trgn, for

exaffle’? _

Withaui commenting on Lhe sivaation i Iran: we Bnrodueed
tlazse thing- in Debriguy 1999, 50 far not a single hand has been:
et off, not man has been stonad w dzath, ar Tished for drinkirs
—- because vou cen't fingl the proof the Koran demands.
Uhetefare the maximum punishoents huve oot beep enlorced.
I esoct prinishments lave been enforced. A man accused of
st b boen piven fourteen years' rigorous impnsnnment
witich iv nint 8 gk,

-+ n{'l] T A

-
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dx o ox o2 But eyond did Soviet

threat, and the perceived mepsve Trom-

Indiz, and Lhe frustralions of o populace
that belivves a4 democratic radition is
being sirangled, is a prablem 1k has (ar-
repching  Laplicarions nof oy for
Halosten bul For the region as & whols. T
Is af' Zia-ul Hag's own making, and s
narne is lslamisadon.

E flwen he scized power i 1977, Zia
saul his first priority Wity Lo
restore  democracy, 't hold  slections,

MNuwatluys he operdy admits thar his firsr
pricktty is 1 Tslamige”” Pakislun, Few of

the conntry's 8% million cirizens, npearly
% of whom are Muskinn  (mainy
Hanali Sonni} would ¢onrest  rhua

aurrdrifion, siwe an [slamic socizly would

B just, equilable and demosiudie yne.
b there are no rele maxlels, ovin antong
Pakistin's deeply relipiouy neighbours
the west. There are anly, s Chandhe]
Cihulam  Ahmad  Parwez, porhaps
Mawisian’s foremast Islamic scholur, puts
b, goveramcnis run by Muslion.*’
Awong cuncerngd citizens, Zia's
Isfamdealion pragram 15 nowhere poorg
worrying than in the Aeld of, first, 1he
kaw, gnd second, wonien's rights. The Pie-
siclenl wianix 10 see women and girls in
chader  and some schools lave boegun
colpglbing female students to veil tThem-

cseives. Therg is much resistance 1o this
aniek 1o demsnds by some Tundamodalisis

Laupported, i'is said, by the Presiderdy for
repeal of the Musitm Family  Laws
Drdinange of 1984, which doss give
walien somet prodection under the law in
matters such as divorge. Bul by far the
maal cuntroversial specilic inslancé of
misdirecled ' lsinmisuiion’ cangerns
raim, 1he punishment of »10Ring to death
for illicit sesusd intercourse.

As pert of Iis Islamisaten program,

s A0, by Presideni’s Order 3 of 1979,

amended  the Constiludion to oser w
Sheriaf, or oreligious, benches in Paki-
stan's  Tour  provincia]l high  cours.
Designaicd justiceswere Lotk high vour
judeges Bnd  wwmbers of the Sharia
benches until March 1981, when the
twisctions were separated, There is now a
fedeval Sharial court, the provingal
verslons having Deen ibodished.

S menths ago the Shack2t coust roled
that the goverminent's 1979 law of Fajin
— siening o dearh Tor oftenees such ax
adultery == wia not Karanic law and wasg
Hrerelure undslpmic. The Zia Adminbstira-
tion it appealing that vordicl on the
ground that the judpes, as the Presidgal
told Asfgmeck, “‘didn't do their home-
wiark.' Zig, in short, believes thuat the
puaishment is islamie. 1 is a confusion
that in recent months has  exercised.
Muslim minds from West Asin (o
soeutheast Avia, and (o get 10 the Sotiom
ol it dsfuweek™s O'Heil]l i wegk visiiod
IParwez, T8, in hix book-linegd study n
| ahore. This is what Chaudhel Ghinlam
Abimad Marwez said;

“The Tirst thing 10 know, when you call
i thing Islamie, 1s: What is the authority
Lor it? When wy say 'This is constitution-
#l,' there s an awthorily for it — the
Carlstition. It prestupposes the existence -
ol g constitution that lomms an aultharily
to say what 15 constitetional und what is
not.

“Aherg juust be 3 commeon punharity
for afl Mushins, When they call ‘them-
selves Muslim. U means thoy accept
Islia, and il rthera b5 ope common
autherity For Islam, then that must be the
catman authosity hy which all Mushims
decide whether something'is Islamic or .
nul -— whether 11 is the low of rajim or
some aiher laws o reles ol the state.

“Islam is not a religion. 11 s & code of
life, o systems of living. Islam is obout the
nation of the community: It presupposcs
the cxistencd ol a state.
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“Whai is the authority? 1t may be the
Bhuieizr carard, 1 mmay be the Presidens of
Bk, it may be a common man. i we
define that, heif the problewn is solved. (T
there i one cummon authority, it does
not maiter whar the Shariat court says is
Istamic, or what .f &2y s lslamic. Have
vt asked this question af the President?

“Ihinking based on common sense s
- very near the tslamic laws. The awrhoriny

is 1the Koran, It is the only awthority:

iugeaive. When one aveunls that, vne
becomes o Muslint, and one remains a
Muslim Tor as Jong as one accepts it, 11 15
nol o guestion of this view or ghat view,
“Lvaa (n seculsr laws, when we say
sonwibing i ‘lepal® we mcan 'l s
O ddvatadeny te thas or thar law." That law
nausl exist. M PrEsUPROMs the extstvnce of
some Iaw which is acceptublke
pariivs. S when we talk aboub lsiwm —
- whether in [udin vr Singapers or Paki-
s, whether it is an ordinary Muslitm or

a head of state or g *divine muiah' — we,

mufnil gay: *This is the authoridy.” And the
obly authoriy for belng Islamic is the
Koran. .
It ip & perfect authority. No addition
or subtraction can be mide because,
_according 1o the Koran, Alah said i is
c. Nothing aganst & can con-
stityle an auwthority for being islamle.
What s not there is not lslam. Tiw
Koren says that even the Propher had
not the authority (v muke any change;
the. Prophet himdeli says in the Koran,
‘I am nol wuthorised to make anmy
" setept avthiocities oiler
than the Koran. They accepi the Tradii-
fome of the Propbet, which I cali hisiory.
F there 1 fice Ljurisprudence]. Some
Jorksts, about §000 years back, uvun-
eurtain Jaws. They urc man-made
and the stare enforced them =
tma 88 ihe lows of povernment.
‘e not Korsnic. Whuleves iy thosg
1 s actording 10 the Koran. we can
m& i biamic becwse they ere, sor
: oy io the Kdran, if o non-Musiim

f&.mtm-%hm‘m
the

g

-

£

il
accortling (o the Kors.” M- 8 M

10 all the .

I say, ‘That Iaw is

state minkes a law which is agains the

Koran, we will not accepl il as Islamic.
“Mo state in the world accepls iLhe

Koran as the findl and only authority;

" hey all accepr these jurlils’ laws, fica,

or 2. Tradtions  attributed 1o the
Hol#Propher — history! Y1 it is possible
tn have gn lslamic state. The Koran is
there. Unchanged, ummuiable, in the
sume lorm-in which, acconding {o our
beliel, it was rovenicd by Ciod, given by
the PProphet 1 the people. Mol a single
comiaa therein lias been chingeld.

“The Keran has dellniwly given the

punishment for zinnah [|illcgal sexual

intercoursel: only stripes {tashes|. ks
glven. Rujim j noi Komanic.
“When the  poavernment  enfinged
this law ol rajim, it did not say there
was gy secilarism in it JU<ays seculariom
iy azainst Tslam, Tor everytlung, they
suy FELis Tslamie !

smpes  the majorly of people In
akistan  accept thesw laws [fical as
lslumie, the povernment says they should
be accepled as lslamie. The court has
said fis not & guesiion of meonty
or minority. Lven if one Mushim proves
this is against the Koran, it becomes
against the Koran, Those who challenged
this {aw in the Sharlat court have proved .
it is agginsl the Koran. That is why the’
taw must he repoaled.

“A stgte can be called islamic ol
if it agts ageorging 1o the Koram. I
some higher court says Lhat laws acdepted
hy the majority of the people in this
country arc Istamic laws, then does this

law  prorhutgated by (he governmiul
b;cul:m Isﬁﬁd_h the appeal ©
guccessiti it witl Becoma the law of the
layd. But it will not e an Istamic law.

Mobody Hax yel been stoned o death in
Pakistan, though there have been fog-
gings aplenty; end Presidene Zia hints

éaaom.

Unierview, thut it wilt
‘never come 1o that.. Bul a5 the ageing,
_afling. Pacwez pommts  out, *'That

shage, because i this b an Islamic statc
ang i Untse wee Wamiclaws, they som be
enforoed -~ whatdwer the comequencek,'’;



