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with sex alone, All other attributes
are denied her, The fact that a man
cannot talk to a woman as he does to
another man is the result of this attilude.
Indeed | there could be no
humiliation than to be made to per-
sonily something that has already been
stigmatised and condemned. I am
convinced long as rex 1s
considered dirty and siaful, a woman
will never be respected. Man has
shown respect only to those women
with whom he cannot have sexual re-
lationslup,  These women are his
mother, his sister and his daughters.

{IEEIHTI

Lthat a9

These are the hard and unpleasant
{acts thot we must face.  There 15 no
escape from them. A woman is born
a woman, and she bhas to die a
woman,  Birth 18 the determining
factor. A Shudra might one day be
born a Brahman even after 34 crores of
births and rebirths. But ““al} the king's
horses and all the king's men’’ cannot
chanpe a woman inte a man,

lere is a challenge of the ““woman’s
Cuestion?  I'his challeuge can be met
by the Quran alone. It is only (he
Quranic social order that guarantees the
fulfillment of the basic needs of every
individual. It leaves no scope for one
man Lo dominate another simply because
he is in a position to {ling to bim a
morsel of food. Each individual gets his
requirements as a matter of right and
not on Lhe chance emotional bouts of

charity and favour of a philanthropist,
The future of the woman therefore lies
in the Quranic Nizam-i-Rabubiat, for to
be secure is 1o be free,

Further more, the Quran breaks
down one by one the citadels of
man made religion by proclaiming
to the wurld that there is absolutely no
different  between a rman
woman with the exception of the dif-
ferent biological function of reproduce
tion, Ttis ridiculous to allocate exclusive
characteristics to men and women on
the basis of this biological difference.
There are no such things as masculine
tastes and feminme tastes, masculine
habitsand feminie habits, masculine inte-
rests and ferninine interests, masculine
talents and feminine talents, ete, ete,

And above all, the Quran has
wrought a fundamental revolution in the
attitude of mind towords sex.  All the
taboos and stigmas have been ripped
of it and it 1s reinstated to its prope:
status. The woman is no longer an
ohject for the gratification of man's lust
but complementary to him.

and a

Such are the Quranic values. Conasi-
dering what the woman has Jundergone
in the past, and is undergoing today,
she has an extra responsibility for her
own sake to leave no stone unturned to
establish the Quranic social order, for
m this social order lies her hope and
and her future.
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was a casily abtained, The custodians
of the man-made religious, declared
that ohedience to the king's will 18 obe-
dience Lo God, and that woman, being
the cause of Adam’s banishment [rom
paradise, is the source of all evil, ‘Lhe
question of reformiing and inproving
her does not arise, because being hurn
of Adam's ribs she wall break if
attempt is made to straighten her. The
woman’'s bondage thus received a
religious sanction.  The idea of her be-
ing inferior became sacred, and as such
it could not be touched. Furthermore,
this sacrosanct character made its way
into secular literature, where in the form
ol idiems and proverbs, it gained
ground in the minds of the people.
Without any hesitation and any gualms
we today talk about educated women
being *‘intelleclual monstrosities, of her
being “‘sweatly unreasonable'’, and we
helieve that “‘women should never he
trusted’’, for “'Frailty-thy name is wo-

man .

The impact of this centuries old
cxperience  and  development  has
convined woman herself that she is
inferior to man. Indeed, it is this
conviction of hers that constilutes the
biggest hurdle in her emancipation.

Ladiesand gentlemen—bear patiently
with me, for the end is not yet | Even
if we do manage to secure economic

security for the woman and prove to
the people rationally that she is not in-
ferior to man, it will not completly
solve the “Woman’s Question,’" for
alter all said and done, she isstill a
WOTTIAR,

Unfortunately, in the course of the
development of its cultuce and civilisa-
tion, mankind evelved unhealithy and
unnatural notions about sex. The
origin of this development can he traced
to the ancient times, when the realisa-
tion that God has no parents and no
children, that TTe was neither begotten
nor does He beget, led the people
erromiously to the vonclusion that per-
fection and goodness 18 devoid of sex.
This idea reached its culminating point
in Chnstianity,  The theory of
Iminaculate Conception, the virgin birth
of Jesus, and the unmarred life that
Jesus led, all proclaim the sinfulness
and evil of sex. And then wasn'il
Lve who at the instigation of balan
tempted Adamn to partake of the for-
bidden fruit so that they could achieve
immortality thl'ﬂiiéh there oflsprings?
Consequently, every child is born with
| the original sin, and faith in the
“purity”’ of Jesus zlonec can wash it
away, and the ideal man is he who can
escape the waman—the temptress.

One by-product of thisattitude isthat

lthr. woman has came tu be associated
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From the obove we deduce that
one factor in the subjugation of women
is economic dependence aon man, This
factor becomes clear and understand-
able when we analyse the background
of the two types of tribal organisations-
matriarchal and patriaschal.  There
huve been wstances when a really
healthy woman did not feel the necessity
of confinement. DBefore and after the
birth of her child, she continued to
work along with the menfolk. Secondily,
in some areas of the world, struggle
for existance has been comparatively
easier, so much so, that women have
been able to share equally with men their
ecomnmic pursuits, These places have
witnessed the birth of matriarchal
societies. But the places where these
factors have been non-existent, emerged
the patriarchal form of society, Of
course, the patriarchal societies have
been found in a mujority, but the very
fact that a-few matriachal tribes did
exist, proves beyond doubt that once
the cconamic dependence is remaved,
woman has a better chance of realising
her  womanhood, and she can live as
she ought 1o live, This is true not
only of relstionship between men and
women, but alsu between men and
men,  'Those who have monopaly over

wealth, be they feudal lords, or capi-
talists or big business, have invariably
exploited those who depend on them
ecanomically.  The feudal lord exploits
the toiling furmers, the capitalist his
famished workers, the master in the
house dominates the domestic servant,
the boss bullies his immediate eubordi-
nate, the wealthy nations crush and
repress the backward and poor nations,
and-man subjugales the woman. The
kings too found in this economic factor
a masterplan to maintain their king-
ship. All that they had to do was to-
reduce the common man fo poverty,
and thus make him busy in eking out
his living.

- Itis interesting to notg here that
in this economic struggle and the emer-
gence of the rich and poor classes,
women become in  the economic
terminology, a class by themselves,

However, the story does not end
there. llaving once enjoyed power
to command and domineer, neither the
ruller of the ruled, nor man, the master
of the woman, cares togive itup, If
only the position of the patriarch, the
king and the man, gained through
cconomice control, be justified, they
could rule for ever. The justilicalion
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This afternnon, Ladies and gentle-
men, I shall place before you s0me very
practical prepositions regarding this
eternal, (what I choose to describe as
the}  “Woman's Question.” The
subjugation of women has been the
theme of many a book, and the fact
that women even today are mercly a
dim travesty of what they might be, is
What
provokes my curlosity is as to when,
how and why women hecame subju-
gated. What are thuse factors that
have created and perpetuated a margin
between the potential development of
her perscnality and individuality and
her arumal  existence? Why
has the woman nat been able to cross

now universally recognised.

ael ual

this marpin ? This iz the question that
What ever [
have learnt and discovered so far, 1
shall attempt to present before this
august assernbhlage most humbly, but
frankly and uninhibitledly,

has always worried me.

Woman, by virtue of being ihe
fernale sex, has been bestowed upen
by Nature an important hiological fun-
tion-namely, the perpetuation of the

human race. In this role she inevita
bly incapacitated for
considerable peried of time. Thig
incapacity means that she hag 1o depend
upon someone for her self-preservation,
someone who is never incapacitated
and disabled as she is.  This SOMmeone,
in the Nature's scheme af things ig the
man. It is to this man that the woman
has to look up to for her daily bread,
a garment to cover herself, and a raof
on her head. To be dependent in thisg
manner 38 t0 be absolutely helpless, 1o
be helpless is to heexploited, For sheer-
self preservation and above all, the
preservation of her children, the woman
sullered it all, until this relationship of
dependence and dominance became g
universal and a rigid pattern, In the
course of time this pattern came ta be
looked upon us a very “‘normal’’, and
"‘natural’ one, for man seems to be 5o
constituted that if anything is practised
by the majority and practised for
a long time, it is regarded ag the right
thing, and any opposition o it is
“abnormal®, “‘uynnatural’’ and of course
‘‘wrong’’.

becomes



