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dia's Islam on Aduﬂtery:.
Stone them to Death!

L his houw in Kawalpindi one svening tas week, Pabistun
g Fﬁr:‘-’?[iﬂin ?mu} i{qu[ E'.l;. :‘!JIT'-anrM['zH hrs. with .-:I,fliﬂ':
¥ -10- el Michae “Eacill, Cxer F
conversation: ¥ 5 x .m:;rpu from than

X X X ¥% X X
You've suid olten Eslam 1y o compleie code For iiving. 1%as
Islam sedved any of Palistan’s econuiric or polilicul protdems.
Lalam is & vude of conduct oy vour fodw’ bebuviwir — us o
aisn, oy w ecnibet of the lamily, 4, @ member ef the nation, as a
member of e eomity of nitions, lslam Lelivess in the
Yowmmonwealth™ of Mushim states. Frosn Lhat paint of view, it
oiters you solutiomy (0 yuir pconomic problens, politicd
problerns, religious problems, educutionat problams, it gives you

pusding lines, pringiple:.

Huw can Islam be & code of condudt i your umn peverumueni
appeals againet v dectston by the Shariat Benel, which has ruled
that stuning 10 death fop wiadteyy Is wn ownlsiamiv punishient?

b he Shariut decision was that this partivular mai shouid nol be
stoned (o death. The governmsent iy appealing on that and saying
he showld be stoned to deatht The luw ol the rajicn is that i K s
proved that a man has committed pdulrery < and there wre o 1ot
ol i':;buil: safeguards — then he and she should be stoned 1w
death. -

"Thut's oot sizied seywiere in the Koran.

po. There 4ie (w0 aspects. The Kogan gives the princinle
thewr explanaton s formed an (e Hadith, se
together (hey form the Sharia, Now, the Sharia
law on adulery is thet if a man has been scen by
four Individuils committing sdubiery wih a
waman, then he has (o be stoned 10 deaily. This
is (he law! It's an illepal sexual acy Therd's no
confusion. Zianak k& sexval imtercousse betwesn
a man and 3 waman who are pot married. I you
have those four eyewitnesses, and & man is prov-
ed wuilty, slone him to death!
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S0 why dida’t the Sharlat Hq.m.tl reach 1ha
ttnclushon?
FE Heore ace not Tour witpestes and L Hisiln

Cadmits having cymmiteed adstery, being fully

ewure ol dhe conseguence-, e he Jdwuld be

iade soafty, YWhat tlee Siariat cour Jevideed,

with ooy disseoting vote, wias that s T of e

ot is ool Koramie iw, This is o hat o pavaen-

mant i~ apeealing agiins, becauwr we Cunsitker

the Sharfxr court [nambers] hane oot thang theis

homewea b, and have been takan awiy by émg--

tion, We said, ne, it {5 o Koranic injunction. Wel pPresent our
vase, and they'll present their case, and we hape 1he ‘:uprenm
Court will come oul with (hat..

When will lhe Supreme Coury hesy Lhe cane!

That's up i the Supreme Court, [ have no jurisdicrion over the
‘mprcmc Luun

Saudi Arabia didn'l ladicwie 10 ¥ou fhesi e Sharie Tuling Yo
u rather dangerois pm‘.edcnh aate! (diat it might ke o pusd idix o
&1peal?!

Mo We thn this country nurselves.

The {act rempias that Pakistan is no1 chopping ot people’s
hands ani beads, or shmin;, peopHe Lo deuth.

Pt M5 b, You can't sione peonle to death. The basic
philosophy of Korunie Tew &5 that we should have o derertnt

“fevrge, low can yuot have a rnen [having sexual ditervourse wiihj
wamebody vlag with Jowr witdesyer! Cun you ever have i

fnpeaaibis!

Is thl deterrent vidue, then. ke oaty Feason lae povirmment is
wppraking ¥

Mo, Ainnah, thelt, drinking, ind aceasing wisosher msm Melsely:
these are the only faur laws where the Keran bas prosciibed e
nasimum psishoen. 5o 0t o man and o woarnan hase not been
proved guilty of adultery [for luck of] evidence, then thuy Wil gel
besser punishienl, whivh yould santdunt to seven years of rigarous
imprizoninent, 50 loshes, a fine of 200,000 jupees. stong o
douth 1» the maslmum pupishoent,

Sl ¥hu're going to have 51 on yoor books. Do you wantio see
in Pukistan the hind of punshments being metid oul in Tram, for
vxanple! :

Withewi commmenting on the siiaation 40 Iran: we urodoeeed
iz thing- in Debewiory 1979, 50 Tat nol a singic hank! has beer:
cut ofF, ne man has been stoned w daarh, ar lashed for drinking
-~ hecauwse vouw cen’t Bind the proof the Koran demanods,
Fherefare the maximum punishments luse oot beep enloresd,
I ewoct prinishinents have been enforced. A man nccused of
eitmale i beon given fouricen years” rigorous impnmnmem
wihich i not a ek,

- i )r -
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.2 x 2 Bul beyond dhid  Soviet
threat, amd the perceived mepsve T
Indiz, and the frustralions of o populoce
that believes 4 demineratic Lradidon s
Diing sirangled, is o prablem il has (e
repching  aplications not oy lor
Fakisten bul For the region as a whola. It
Is af Zh-ul Hag's own making, and is
numne is lslamisanon.

P  hen he scized power in 1977, dia
said his flvst poority  owas Lo
restore democracy, o hold  elections,
Mowatluys he ﬂpl:ni.?’ admits thay his dirsan -
prigeity is o “lelamize™ Pakislun, Few of
the country's 83 million citizens, nearly
Wit of whom are Muskims  (mainly
Hunali Sonni} would courest rhat
it ion, singe an [slamic sovizy would
B a just, equilable and demosratie yne.
Eabthere are no role muxlels, even anconsg
Iakistn's deeply religious neighbours te
the west., There are anly, & Chzodhe
Citulam Ahmad  Parwez, pothaps
[arisian’s foremast Istamic scholur, puts
i, goveramcnis run by hMuslim .V
Awmong cencerngd gitizens, Zia's
Ishamdsation pragram 1+ nowhere poope
worreing thate in the fAeld of, first, 1he
lw, gped second, wonien's riglis. The Pre-
sidenl wanis 10 sec women and girls in
chader and some schools Lave begun
vinpglbing female students to veil them-

ceelves Therg is much resistance 1o thjs
it e demgads by some Tundamctaliss

Daupporced, i1'is satd, by the Presicdend) for
tepeal of the Musltm  Family Laws
Ordinange of 1964, which Joes give
WO s prodociion undesr the Iaw in
matters such s divorce. Bui by far the
maal cunteoversigl spocific nslancd of
misdirecled "' Isiumizuiion’ cancerns
rayim, 1he punishment of sioning to death
Tor illici sexusd intercourse.

w S by President’s Orvder 3 of

an

As part of lis Islamisatien progra,
14974,
amended 1he Constitulion to sor ap
Sheriai, or oreligious, benches in Paki-
stan's  Toar  proviovigd  bigh  cour.
Designaied jusices were Lotk Iigh voun
judges pnd ovwmibers of the Sharig
benches wntil March 198, when the
tunctions were separmied, There is now a
federal Shariol eourt, the  provineial
verslons baving bLeen abolished.

S50 months ago the Shackl caust roled
that the govermnent’s 1979 law ol rafim
— sloning 1o death for uitences such ax
adultery —- wia net Karanie law and wag
Hrerciute wndrlgmic. The Zia Administra-
tion it appealing thal vordicl on the
ground that the judgees, as the President
told Asigweck, “didn't do 1her home-
wirk.'" Fia, in short, believes that the
punisiment is islazode. N is & confusion
that in recenl months has  exercised.
Muslim minds from West Asin o
HSeutheast Avia, aad o per 10 the Botbon
ol it Asfweek’s Nl o wegk visiiol
Ifarwez, T8, I8 hix book-ined study in
| ahore. This is what Choudhei Ghinlam
Abmad Parwez said;

“The first thing 16 know, when you call
i Lthing Islamic, is: What is the authorily
Lor st When wy say 'This is constitution-
al,' thera bs un authotily for it — the
Codlstition. It presupposes the existence
ol constitution that lorms an autharily
to say what is constitettonal und what g
nut,

Uhere st be & commen autharity
fn all Mushims, When they call ‘them-
selves Muslims it means thoy  accept
Ishu, and il thera §5- ope common
autherity for Islam, then that st be the
catnmon anthorily hy which all Maslims
devide whether <omelthing ' is [slamic ar .
nut -— whether il is Lhe lnw of rajim or
some ather laws or rides uf’ the state.

“Islam is not & religion. It s & code of
life, o systens of livipg. Islam is obout the
nativn ol the community: 11 presupposes
the gastency ol 3 state.



]

“Whalt is the authority? 1t may be the
Shoinr wart, i may be the President of
Pk sz, it may be o common man. i we
define that, helf the prablem is solved. 17
there v ane common authority, i@ dees
nit maiter what Uie Shariar court says is
Islamic, or whai f s2y is Islamie. Have
you askod this guestion af the President?

“Ihigking based on common sense 1%
- very rear the islamic laws. The awihoriny
is the Korhn. It is the only authority:
ummgtaide. When one avgynls that, vne
Pecomes o Muslion, and one remains a
Muslim Tor a5 Jong us one accepts it, 11 is
nol o guestion of this view or phat view,

“lvaa in o seculur laws, when we say
somcibing s ‘lepal® we mean ‘'l s
O bevardemg to this or thar law.” That law
must exist. i presupposes the exgstence of
some Iaw wlich is aocepin
partivs. So when we 1alk aboul Islum —
- whether in lodia vr Singapere or Puki-

slon, wherther it is an ordingey Muslim or
a head of state or o “divine maiah' — we
mast say: *This is the anthoridy.” And the
obly authoriiy ' for being Islgmic is the
Koran.
It ip & perfect authority, No addition
or subtraction can be adde because,
_according 10 the Koran, Allah said i is
complelc. Mothing against B can con-
stitwie an awthority for being dslamle.
What is 'not there is not lglam:. The
Koren says 1hat even lhe Prophet had
not the authority tv muke any chenge
the. Prophet himieli says in che Koran,
‘I mm nod suthorized to make amy
- perept awlhiorities other
ghan the Koran. They accepi the Tradit-
fons of the Propbet, which [ call hisiozy.
v there i3 fice [jurisprudenice). Soma
s, about k000 years back, con-
eurtain laws. They nre man-made

i

. ond the stare enforced them @i
sl tme B8 e laws of povernment.
gy e not Xorsnic. Whileves in thosg

Twt ks actonding 10 e Korap we czn

i bsiamic becawse they sre) so-
sy to the Kdram, I o nthflusi!m_

fﬁ'.ﬂkﬂthﬁ'wﬁthit o
The

"

Ko il ® That law is
orpn, we will sy, * &
Accopding (o the Kors.' M8 MusBm

10 all the

stute minkes a law which is agains the

Koran, we will not accepl il as lslumic.
“Ng state in the world accepls he

Koran as rhe findl and only authosity;

" they all accept these jurlids’ laws, fiea,

ar e/ Traditions  attrihuted to  the
Hel#Prapher — history! Y1 it is possible
t have gn lslamic state. The Koran is
there. Unchanged, ummuiable, in the
same lorm-in which, according fo our
behiaf, it was rovenicd by Ciad, given by
ihe PProphet 1o the peaplz. Mot a single
coming therein las been changed.

“The Korun has dellniwedy given 1he

punishment  for zianah lillegal sexual

intercoursel: only stripes {lashes], K is
cleariy plven. Kajim js noi Komanic,

“When  the  pavernment  gafteged
this law ol rajim, it did ot say there
was gy seonelarivm in it B <ays scoularium
i azainst Islem, For everything, they
suy FECas Telamde '

“Qince the majorly of people In
Ifakistan accept these laws [fica] as
Islumie, the pavérnment says Lhey should
be accepied as Islamie. The courz has
waid it s not & guestion of muonty
or minority. Lven if one Mushim groves

_ this is agains the Koran, it becomes

atling. Pacesz

against the Koran, Thase who challenged
thiy faw in the Sharlat court have proved .
it is against the Koran. That i why the’
taw mus be repoaled.

“A stoie can dhr:' cal.‘ll:dh Isl:{t:]c il
if it aets agcording Mo the can. I
some higher courl says Lhat laws acéepted
by the majerity of the poople in this
countty arc Istamic Iawsi then does rhi:
law  proshualgaied by (he goveromen
bjml;w uf’m-:_ i( the appeal is
guccessivl it witl becoms the law ::rf"th_n
laid. But it will not be an Istamic law.

Mobodfy hax yel been stoned (o death in
Pakistan, though there have been Jog-
gings apienty, and Presidene Zia hints
{Inierview, J{raowﬂtg thut It Wil
never come 10 that.. Bul a5 the ageing,
oty ook, ““That

iz, Yecauae §f thls ks an Islamie state
ang if these e Iwamiic laws, 1hey mux be
enforned ~~ whatdver thy consequencek.”.

B o a2t
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