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 "Marriage and Morals"  1970

 Advocate 






     1929   
 






  
"In America where the romantic view of marriage has been quoted more seriously than
anywhere else, and where law and custom alike are based upon the dreams of spinsters,
the result has been an extreme prevalence of divorce and an extreme rarity of happy
marriage.  Marriage is something more serious than the pleasure of two people in each
other's company; it is an institution which, through the fact that it gives rise to children,
forms part of the intimate texture of society, and has an importance an extending far
beyond the personal feelings of the husband and wife. It may be good - I think it is good
- that romantic love should form the motive for a marriage, but it should be understood 
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 80  

 Russel, Bertrand (1929). Marriage and Morals. London: George Allen & Uwin. 
 26  1970  
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that the kind of love which will enable a marriage to remain happy and to fulfill
its social purpose is not romantic but is something more intimate, affectionate,
and realistic. In romantic love the beloved object is not seen accurately, but
through a glamorous mist; undoubtedly it is possible for certain type of woman a
remain wrapped in this mist even after marriage provided she has a husband of a
certain type, but this can only be achieved if she avoids all real intimacy with her
husband and preserves a sphinx-like secrecy as to her inmost thoughts and
feeling, as well as a certain degree of bodily privacy. Such maneuvers, however,
prevent a marriage from realizing its best possibilities, which depend upon an
affectionate intimacy quite unmixed with illusion. 
(Reference: Russel, Bertrand: Marriage and Morals, George Allen & Unwin,
1929, PP. 75-76) . 
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