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 Hitler, Adolf (1889 - 1945) was an Austrian-born founder of the German Nazi Party and

Chancellor of the Third Reich (1933-45). Hitler served in the German Army in World
War I. He joined the German Workers' Party and by 1921 had gained the leadership of
it, renaming it the National Socialist German Workers' Party. He was arrested after the
"beer hall putsch" in Munich in 1923, and spent some months in prison where he wrote
the major part of Mein Kampf. By 1930 he had built the Nazi Party into the second
largest party in Germany. He Lost the 1932 presidential election to Hindenburg, but a
few months later the Nazis won most seats at a general election and in January 1933,
Hitler was appointed Chancellor. He brought every German institition under the
totalitarian control of the Nazi Party. In September, 1939, Hitler's troops invaded
Poland, causing the outbreak of World War II. By the spring of 1945 Germany faced
defeat. On April 29, Hitler married his mistress, Eva Braun, and the next day they
committed suicide. (Reader's Digest, 1990, P. 723). 
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